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Agnitirtha and then worship her in accordance with the in-
junctions. He should feed a couple and give them garments
along with bodice. Then he should worship the great Lord
Kapardin. O goddess (Gauri) this incident happened formerly
in the Caksusa Manvantara.

35-37. This incident refers to the Vadava born in the fam-
ily of Dadhici. O great goddess, when this Vaivasvata Manvantara
began, Aurva, the great Brahmana, was born in the family of
Bhargava. The Aurva of great refulgence was controlled (within
limits) by Sarasvati, the mother of Devas. Till the end of this
Manvantara he will stay within the womb of the waters'.

Thus, O goddess, the origin of Sarasvati has been narrated
to you. If it is listened to, it dispels the sins of men. It gives
reputation and increases merits.

CHAPTER THIRTYFIVE
Greatness of Agni Tirtha

The Devi said:

1-4. O holy Lord, an Aurva of the Bhargava family was
mentioned by you. O Lord, do narrate his nativity in this Vaivasvata
Manvantara.

Isvara said:

Brahmanas had been killed by Ksatriyas for the sake of wealth.
They were entirely exterminated along with sons and children
in the womb.

Among the manywho were killed, there was a woman who
concealed the foetus within the region of the thighs and pro-
tected it.

O beautiful lady (Gauri), the foetuses of all other women
were aborted by the base Ksatriyas for the sake of monetary
gain.

5.  Ata later time, the highly refulgent foetus pierced through
the region of thighs (Read urudesam for kurudesam in the Text)

1. According to Mbh, Adi. 179.21it was Aurva who threw his fiery wrath in
the form of Vadavinala in the Sea. Aurva was not drowned in the Sea.
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and came out with the head propped up. He was extremely
terrible and his face (mouth) blazed.

6. With the feelings of enmity cherished in his heart, he
performed penance and created a terrible Aurva fire that could
devour water. With this he scorched the surface of the earth.

7. O lady of excellent complexion (Gauri), Indra flooded
him with incessant heavy downpour. When he was not success-
ful in driving him away, Indra became quiet (ceased to shower).

8. Then all the Devas and Gandharvas became excessively
frightened. All of them sought refuge in Brahma and stood
with palms joined in reverence.

The Devas said:

9. O holy Sir, a highly refulgent one is born of the family
of Bhargava. In the form of fire, he has burnt the surface of
the earth.

10. O most excellent one, formerly attempt was made by
us to destroy him. But his (destructive) power enhances with
(shower) of water. Hence we are afraid.

11. O Lord, if the terrestrial region is destroyed, Agnistoma
and other holy rites will be stopped altogether. Thereby our
destruction is certain.

12. Hence, O Lord, do something urgently for the benefit
of the three worlds.

13-14. Thereafter, Brahma arrived there along with the
Suras and the sages, Bhargava and others, and said: “O Aurva,
O most excellent one among Brahmanas, why do you burn the
earth. May this be stopped immediately for my sake.”

Aurva said:

15-16. O most excellent one, O Lord, at your instance I
have desisted (from burning). Let some means be found out
so that the fire discharged by me reaches the vicinity of the
ocean at your behest.

17. The Lotus-born Lord summoned his daughter, the goddess,
and said: “O my highly refulgent daughter, take this fire.and
go to the great ocean. My instruction should not be disobeyed.
Go quickly.”
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Sarasvati said:

18a. Here, O Lord, I am setting out undoubtedly at your
instance.

18b. When this was said the words “Excellent! Excellent!”
were uttered -by Brahma.

19. Brahma, the grandfather, himself deposited the fire
inspired by Mantras in a gold pot and handed it over to Sarasvati.
After offering diverse kinds of benediction, he said thus again
and again:

20. “Do go, dear daughter. You need not strain yourself on
any account. May you traverse the path without obstacles. Let
there be no antagonists.”

Isvara said:

21-23. On being told thus by Brahma, Sarasvati reached
Himavan. From the hermitage of Pippalada she proceeded ahead.
The goddess (river) came out from beneath the (Plaksa) tree.

There were Brahmanas at the place near the hollow of the
tree, in their numerous huts. Their chanting of the Vedas was
heard and their minds were engrossed in chanting in good
taste. Lord Visnu, the excellent preceptor of Devas, was present
there.

24'. From that spot, the goddess (river) proceeded west-
wards. After vanishing (for a while) she reached Kedara in the
midst of snow.

25-26. After flooding the peak of the mountain Kedara,
she stood before it. Being burnt by that fire held in the hand,
Sarasvati pierced the ground and entered beneath. Along that
hidden path, she proceeded with face towards the west with
the gait of an elephant.

27. After crossing the sinful region, she pierced the ground
and came out. It became a well (Kapa) by name Gandharva
there.

1. The Vedic Sarasvati has no continuous water flow. It disappears at some
places. This intermittent course of the river as known to the Purana
author is given here, as that of Praci Sarasvati. The confusion between
two Sarasvatis is obvious.
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28-29. The great river became visible beyond that well. Six
Upasikas (servants, tributaries) of Sarasvati started therefrom,
viz. Mati, Smrti, Prajia, Medha, Buddhi and Giradhara. Further,
that river proceeded ahead from the pierced sector towards
the West.

30. She (River) came to BhutiSvara where there was a great
sage, a Siddha. There is a charming region near Bhuti§vara.

31. It is stationed in the southern quarter. It contains a
crore of Rudras. Then she reached the famous §rikamha Desa
(Kurujangala) abounding in all herbs.

32. From that highly meritorious region Srikantha, the noble-
minded Sarasvati came to Kuruksetra along with the fire.

33. Then the charming river proceeded from Kuruksetra
and vanished when nearing the city of Virata' She further came
up at the place where the mountain Gopayana is situated.

34. It was at this place that the sons of Pandu were con-
cealed by Kesava, while they carried on their activities. They
were not noticed (found out) by anyone.

35. There the goddess (river), the destroyer of great sins,
stayed in a Kunda. Again from Gopayana the goddess (river)
reached a highly splendid holy spot.

36-37. She (river) reached Kharjurivana where she became
well-known by the name Nanda. Sarasvati left Kharjurtvana and
came to Merupada (foot of the mountain Meru) and reached
Markandasrama. At this place there is the Markandaka Tirtha
situated at Merupada.

38. From the splendid hermitage of Markandeya Sarasvati
proceeded to Arbudaranya (Mt. Abu) and went to the charming
Vatavana.

39. It was here that Vasistha performed a penance. From
that meritorious Vatavana that had been resorted to by Vasistha,
she came to Udumbara Vana. It was there that Tandi performed
a penance on Merupada. '

40. From that Udumbara Vana, the great holy river Sarasvati
went ahead concealed and reached another peak.

41. This Merupada too is very great and it is resorted to by

1. 40 Miles north of Jaipur, Rajasthan.



216 Skanda Purana

Suras and Siddhas. It resembles split collyrium and it is remem-
bered by the name Golangulam (cow’s tail).

42. Itis avery fascinating spot. The lady of excellent middle
line (i.e. river) rose up from the Vamsastamba (Bamboo clus-
ter), spread widely and proceeded to the South.

43. The Vata (holy fig tree) from which it came up is well-
known as Udgamavata. Thenceforth, that goddess (the river)
continues to be manifest with excellent lustre.

44. She has now abandoned the state of concealment, due
to her compassion for all living beings. On her beautiful banks,
there are crores of Tirthas.

45. 1In all those Tirthas, the spiritual character is derived
from Sarasvati. On this path, Rudravatara is remembered as
the first and the foremost.

46. The Kaka Tirtha of great refulgence designated as Tara
Taranga is a great Tirtha. There is a Tirtha remembered as
Dharesvara.

47. Another Tirtha beyond Dharesvara is remembered as
Gangodbheda. 1t is the place where the waters of Sarasvati and
Ganga mingle together. There is another greater Tirtha be-
yond it called Pundarika.

48-50. The highly meritorious Matrtirtha is fully destruc-
tive of all worries and fears. The Tirtha by the name Anaraka
is situated not very far from Matrtirtha. It dispels the distress
and fear caused by hell. Beyond that Anaraka Tirtha, the other
Tirtha named Sangamesvara is situated. It is very well-known all
over the earth. Beyond it is again another Tirtha named Kofisvara.

51. Beyond it, O great goddess, San'zbhukundes’vam is re-
membered among the Tirthas on the banks of Sarasvati. So
also is Siddhesvara.

52. From Siddhesvara, the river (Sarasvati) flows westwards
in order to reach the Western ocean. There she remembered
her companion and wept for her.

53. The goddess (river) stood facing the east and lamented,
“Alas! Ganga, I am lonely without you! Unlucky and bereft of
kinsmen, how shall I go?”

54. Becoming aware that she was rendered lean due to
grief and was lamenting, Ganga hastened from heaven along
with a crore of Tirthas.

55. Thereupon, Praci (Eastern) Sarasvati gave up grieving.
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She stationed herself there accompanied by all the groups of
Devas.

56. There, in front of Vatesvara is the Tirtha of Pitamaha
named Siddhavata. It destroys all sins.

57. Thrice every day, Rudra arrives there and stays. It is
the holy spot of that great Soul and is called Mahailaya.

58. There is an excellent ancient Tirtha named Pindataraka
situated on the mountain Kumbhakuksigiri. It accords great
Siddhi in rites connected with the Manes.

59. It is well-settled in front of Lord Pracinesvara. What
other thing need be sought after in a place where Praci Sarasvati
is present!

60. When the Mahabharata war was concluded Kiritin
(Arjuna)performed expiatory rites in that Tirtha on being directed
by Visnu earlier.

61. By that rite he became rid of that sin incurre earlier.
Therefore, it is well-known as Naratirtha. It dispels all fears of
sins.

62. O my beloved, there is another Tirtha remembered as
Pundarika different from Naratirtha. 1ari came there along
with Arjuna and took his holy bath.

63. Beyond Pracinesa there is a great Tirtha (named)
Valakhilyesvara. Beyond that great Tirtha there is another Tirtha
of great efficacy.

64-65. There is another Tirtha of great efficacy named
Gangasamgama. On seeing the goddess (river) with a gloomy
face and dejected in mind, Brahma created for her a compan-
ion of wide eyes named Kapila. Hari hastily created Harint and
the Lord of Devas (Indra) Vajrini. Hara gave Nyanku to Sarasvati
in order to humour her.

66. Thereupon, the goddess (river) Pracina Sarasvati be-
came happy. At the behest of the Lord, she, the destroyer of
sins, proceeded to go. .

Isvara said:

67. At the outset, the river flowed towards south and then
turned westwards. Sarasvati, the great goddess continued to
hold the Vadavianala. On her northern bank is the Tirtha re-
membered as Ekadvara.
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68. Itis so called because the army went to Svarga through
Ekadvara (single door) from that forest. There is another Tirtha
beyond, where the deity is Guhesvara.

69. Formerly it was installed by Guha, at the place where
Lord Mahesvara is present. Not far from Guhesvara is the Tirtha
named Vatesvara.

70-71. It is a divine Tirtha on the banks of Sarasvati. For-
merly it was propitiated by Vyasa. The great Tirtha where the
river Amardaki unites with Sarasvati, accords benefit to all embodied
beings. No one without merit can know the confluence of
Amardaki. A Linga named Sangamesvara has been installed
there.

72-73. It became famous over the earth by the name Mundisvara.
In the vicinity of Mundisvara there is an east-facing Tirtha on
Sarasvati. It is situated on the banks of Sarasvati. It is named
Mahodaya. The Lord installed there is known by the name
Mandavyesvara.

74. There is another Tirtha named Pilukarnika on the banks
of Sarasvati. It is a great Tirtha resorted to by sages.

75. There is another Tirtha on the banks of the river. It
is remembered as Dvaravati. O goddess (Gauri), it is the fore-
most of all Tirthas and Hari is present there.

76. Further, situated nearby is the Tirtha called Govatsa.
It was here that the Consort of Ammbika (i.e. éiva) descended
in the form of a calf.

77. The storehouse of refulgence stayed there in the form
of Bhulinga. On the south-west of Govatsa is seen a Lohayastika
(Iron Post).

78-80. Rudra himself is stationed there in the form of
Bhiilinga.

By performing a single Sraddha there men obtain the ben-
efit that is usually derived by devoutly offering rice-balls twenty-
one times in Ganga.

Then from that great Tirtha, the river proceeds ahead along
with her friends like a child with its toys. Sometimes she flows
southwards, sometimes northwards. Thus she flows backwards
and forwards.

81-82. After reaching Rulla, the goddess (river) becomes
charming once again. It was here that the city Rulla was cre-
ated by Lord Sambhu. He played for a period of a thousand
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years with Parvati and the Devas jetting out water from the
Dharayantra (a pump like instrument from which water is jet-
ted out against other players).

83. Rullais a whirlpool of great efficacy in Sarasvati. Mahadeva
is directly present there by the name of Anandesvara.

84. To the west of the temple of Sammbhu, on the southern
foot-hill of Meru, there is a nail-like mark. It is highly glorified.

85. Men who view this perfectly, become rid of sins. They
certainly attain the benefit of a thousand horse-sacrifices.

86. Beyond it is the great hermitage of Sage Kusmanda.
The Tirtha called Kusmandesvara is famous all over the three
worlds.

87. Itis there that the goddess Kolla is stationed. She dispels
all sins and fears. The great river reached the vicinity of Kolla,
by proceeding under ground (in a concealed manner).

88. Again she became hidden (went underground) and
reached a very charming tableland called Madana. It is a holy
spot resorted to by Siddhas.

89. Going under cover once again, she (the river) reached
a snow-clad mountain named Khadiramoda. This place remarkably
shines with the flowers of all the seasons.

90. Mounting it she espied the highly fascinating Ksaroda
(Sea) lofty like a clustre of clouds in the western quarter.

91. On seeing this in this manner, the highly refulgent
(river) became five-faced (five currents, mouths of the river)
in her delightShethen got ready to accomplish the task of Devas.

92. The five channels are Harini, Vajrini, Nyanku, Kapila
and Sarasvati. On being told by the sage, Sarasvati stood there
with the five channels.

93. The places where she stood dispelling the fatigue of
sages, are each called after the name of the sage concerned
(the Tirtha of that sage). O lady of excellent countenance
(Gauri), these Tirthas dispels all the sins of the men desirous
of (undertaking pilgrimage) to them.

94. Reaching Khadiramoda and tarrying there she looked
at the ocean. Then, O beautiful goddess, she took the fire and
began to proceed ahead.

95. After burning Krtasmara, the goddess (river) took up
the Vadava once again and stood in the vicinity of the ocean.
In her delight, her hairs stood on ends.
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96. Then goddess entered deep into the salt sea. She took
the Vadava fire and cast (Vadava) off into the middle of the
waters.

97. Then Hutasana (Fire-god) himself became pleased with
her. On seeing that difficult task accomplished, he spoke these
words:

98. *“O fair lady, I am pleased with you. O lady of excellent
holy rites, choose your boon. That I shall gladly grant you even
if it be very difficult to get.”

Isvara said:

99. She took off a bangle from her forearm and spoke
these words: “O Vahni, this bangle of mine should always be
worn round your mouth.

100. Draw only that much water which can be drawn through
this. Samudra, the Lord of rivers, should not be dried away by
you.”

101. After saying “So it shall be”, he entered the store-
house of waters. It is thus, O great goddess, that Sarasvati came
to Prabhasa taking the Vadava for the sake of the pleasure of
noble-minded ones.

102. O beautiful lady, that great river halted and rested at
Kuruksetra, Bhadravarta and Sristhala.

103. In this Manvantara, O goddess, formerly in the first
Tretayuga she merged within the salty ocean in the form of
Devamata (Mother of the Devas).

104. This is what took place in the case of Sarasvati and
Vadava fire. When this Manvantara passes off another Vadava
will be born.

105. It will be born of the fury of Rudra under the name
Jvalamukha. Then the name of Sarasvati will become well-known
as Brahmi.

106. Now in the world, the name current is Sarasvati. Her
name in the past was Kamandalubhava (‘born of the water-
pot’). It is true that another earlier name of Samudra (ocean)
was Ratnakara (‘storehouse of jewels’).

107. O goddess, in this Manvantara it is glorified as Sagara.
It has been proclaimed, O goddess, that the future name is
Ksaroda.

108. Whoever knows it thus attains the benefit of the Tirtha.



