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for what kind of act; and on seeing (its) verdict (obscure!) as
to how the worship should be done by devotees.” Hearing these
words of Rama, those best brahmanas spoke to Rama whose
mind was full of anxiety: «“O Rama, we shall not tell it. One
who knows the Purina, should look into it.” Hearing that,
Rama, full of modesty, asked Sambhu; he too, who was very
intelligent, hearing those words, said:

Sambhu said:

42-50a. A very intelligent man who lives by (expounding)
the Puranas, who deserves honour, who hasstudied (the scriptures
of) the branch of Veda to which he belongs, who is pure, who
knows the essence of Mimamsa, who is learned, who censures
falsehood, who looks equally upon all gods, who loves Siva, who
mutters the Satarudriya hymn, who maintains sacred fire, who
is a great speaker, who is especially a follower of the Yajurveda,
should worship the book (i.e. the text of the Purana). The book
is written on palm leaves, is auspicious and is written in the
divine script (i.e. in Sanskrit). It is extensive as it is bound
(together) and has at the same time the syllable ‘Om’ (at its
beginning). At the end of the two vertical lines here would be
the line being the first line of Om. Near it should be the letter
‘a’. Beginning with the topmost part and hanging down it should
have an angle. That which has a (vertical) line to the right (of
the letter ¢a’), should be known to be the letter ‘a’. The letter i’
is known to have two dots and bent like (the figure) six. (Long)
‘1’ is said to be (formed) by aline on the left top of it. Except Om,
every letter has a line on its top. But on it there is a vertical line
and at its end there is (the figure) like that of a sickle. That
should be known as ‘u’. (Long) ‘4’ is formed by means of two
(figures of) sickles. Bharati (i.e. Sarasvati) has said that other
letters are (to be formed) like these.

50b-54a. That Purana which is written in this script alone,
is praiseworthy. (The Purdpas are:) Brahma, Padma, Vaispava,
Mairtanda, (the one) narrated by Narada, Markandeya, and
Agneya, Kaurma and Vamana, Garugda; Lainga (is also) said
(to be one of them); Skanda, Matsya, Nysirhha; O Rama, Kapila
is also said to be (a Purdpa); so also Vardha; Brahmavaivarta is
recommended for omens; (and there are) Siva, Bhagavata,
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Daurga (i.e. of Durga), Bhavisyottara also known by the sub-
title Bhavigya. One should avoid others.

54b-61a. Untying the (string of) the book (the reader)
should put the hallowed book on a jewelled stool. He should
put on washed garments; he should bathe and be pure; he should
be without wrath and without distress; he should, having first
worshipped his soul and having made a mental resolve,
meditate upon the white (-complexioned) Sarasvati, of a pleased
face and holding a goad, a rosary, a noose and a book. The
worshipper should begin the worship after first having duly
meditated upon Siva whose figure is(white) like the cow’s milk,
who has three eyes, whose vehicle is the bull (Nandi), whose face
is smiling, who is tranquil, who has put on a white garment,
who is fearless, whose both arms have been (tossed) up, who has
a crown (on his head), whose right hand is put on the left, who
gives boons, who is richly adorned with many jewels, whose half
seat is occupied by (Parvati) the daughter of (the Himilaya)
Mountain, whose lotus-like feet are being meditated upon by
many chief sages, who is being praised by Vedas embodied, so
also by Puranas, so also whose lotus-like feet are waited upon
by all other people.

61b-64a. The consecration of the pitcher (should be done
with the utterance of the hymn) Apo vd idam (‘This is water’).
Having taken that water, he consecrates (the water) in the vessel.
He, having (consecrated) himself, and having praised (Brahman)
with the hymn Tat sad Brahma, should then invoke all the
vessels. He should worship Sarasvati with the Sodasarcana
(worshipping sixteen times) with the rc Yad vag, or he should
do it with the recital of the Purusa-siikta (hymn), or with the
Gayatri hymn.

64b-69. He should worship the Purana by (first saying) ‘Om,
salutation to the lord, such and such Purapa (is being expound-
ed).” With the recital of the hymn Kandat he should bring durva
(grass) and worship it (saying:) ‘Om, salutation to the respect-
able Dirva’. The worship should be done along with (that of)
the guardians of the quarters. Then a (young) girl should be
hououred. (She should be) auspicious and should be above five
years but below ten years. She should not have attained puberty.
He should carefully worship her with fragrant substance, flow-



