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INTRODUCTION
The Agama and the Nigama

THE present publication entitled the Paficaratraraksi 1s
the third work of the Paficaratra Agama. published by the
Adyar Library Among the great scriptures of the Hindus, the
Agama (also known as the Tantra) and the Nigama (well-
Khown as the Veda) are considered to be the most sacred and
authoritative They enshrine vital teachings of the greatest
value and the highest significance The Agama 1s funda-
mentally a Sidhana S'astra—The Science of Self-realisation
For the benefit of its votaries—Sadhakas or Upasakas—it
prescribes a particular way of Lfe and a practical course of
of Self-discipline in conformity with the theoretical teach-
mngs of its Philosophy It also governs, to a considerable
degree, the forms of worship performed in the temples and
the religious rituals performed i the homes Both Agama
and Nigama have their own divisions and sub-divisions  The
Nigama 1s divided into the four Vedas, well-known as Rk,
Yajus, Sima and Atharva The Agama has 1its three divisions,
S'aiva, Sakta and Vaisnava Each of these has sub-divisiohs
of its own The present work belongs to the Paficaratra
school or sub-division of the Vaisnava Agama It 1s an
authoritative exposition and a vigorous vindication of the
fundamental teachings of this school as also of the discipline,
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the form of worship and the way of life prescribed for those
who desire to regulate their lives according to 1ts teachings
The late Sir John Woodroffe and his collaborators m
Bengal have made valuable contributions to the critical study
of Sava and S'akta Agamas—specially of the lattei—in a
number of publications issued by them about two decades
ago  As regards the Vaisnava Agamas, « gieat pioneer-
mg work m ths field was accomplisked by Dr F Otto
Schrader, a past Director of the Adyar Library, when, n
1916, he published his monumental work entitled Introduction
to the Paficaratra and the Ahwrbudhnya Samhitd together
with two volumes of the Samskrt Text of,the Samhita edited
by the late S'riman Devasikhamam Ramanujacharya, the
then Head Pandit of the Adyar Library (Nos 4 and 5
in the Adyar Library Series) “The publication of the
Alrbudhyna Samhita” he then wrote “ has been undertaken
with a view to starting investigations n a branch of Sansknt
Literature which was once cultivated in countries as far
distant from each other as Kashmur, Omnssa and Mysore but
15 now practically extinct except mn a very few places of
Sourthern India where considerable remnants of 1t are still
bemng preserved and partly even studied” The position re-
mams nearly the same even now It does seem strange
that the cnitical study of the works of this school as well
as of the other schools of Agama literature should still re-
mamm a comparatively unexplored field, for, as stated above,
the day-to-day ritualistic life and temple-worship of the
Modern Hindus are based mostly on the Agama teachings
and traditions, notwithstanding the almost universal esteem
and veneration with which the Nigama or the Vedas are
held as the revealed scriptures or the self-revealed S'ruts
For the past hundreds of years, the Vedic sacrifices or
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yajiias have largely given place—specially 1n South India—
to resplendent rituals of Temple-worship based on the Agamas
So too the rituals of Vedic worship at the domestic fire-altars
of the Ancient Aryans have largely given place to worship
practised according to the teachings and traditions of the
Agamas In both cases, certain elements of the sacrificial
rituals as practised by the ancient Aryans of the Vedic
period have been imcorporated into the ntuals of Temple
and Domestic worship as practised 1n recent times In any
case, 1t 15 correct to say that the living religion of the
generality of Hindus of to-day 1s one that is based on the
Agamas—S'aiva, Sakta or Vaisnava—which inculcate the
worship of S'iva, Sakti or Visnu through symbols and images
consecrated according to the sacred texts and traditions of the
respective Agamas According to the emment scholar, the
late P T Srimivasa Iyengar, “the Agamas, like the Upani-
sads, were the ultimate development of the Brahmanas,
though they contained other elements besides, hence the
followers of the Agama schools sought to prove their ortho-
doxy by interpreting the Upanisads in accordance with their
own tenets They even gave the name of Samhita to them,
as also the name Smw#:, thus indicating their claim to be,
what they really were, based on and regularly evolved
from tradition This movement gave birth to most of the
later Upanisads, which unlike the earlier ones do nor
denominate the Supreme Being Param Brahma, but are
expressly Vaisnava, Saiva or Sakta in thewr tone and are
probably 1n many cases but Agamas under the name of Upati-
sads Many of the Agamas themselves are called Upanisads,
though not included in the recognised 108 '

1 The Vaisnava Sawa and Sakta Upanisads with the commentary of
Sr1 Upamsad Brahma Yogin have been published as Nos 8 9 & 10 of the
Adyar Library Seiies
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“ The Bhagavadgita which 1s called an Upanisad, also
the Smirts, par excellence, and the S'vetasvatara Upanisad are
works of Vedinta, but show clear traces of the influence of the
Agamas Garbe has pomted out the influence of the Bhiga-
cata (Vaisnava) 3gamas on the former The latter bears
equally clear traces of the influence of the Sava cult  Both
works seem to be due to an ancient synthesizing movement in
which was attempted a higher standpoinit than the monism of
the Upamsads, the plurahsm of the Sankhya and the
Vaisestka and the three tattvas (triple reality) of the Agama
schools, a standpoint from which all three can be reconciled
and treated as different aspects of the higher point of view ”

The Agamas 1n general claim to be based on the Nigama
or Veda There 1s also the view that both are derived from
a common root or Mila Veda Hirita, for example, states
his Dharma S'astra that S'ruti 1s of two kinds—the Vedic
and Tantric (or Agamic) (RIS €. | e ffar | SRR
s A 1) In later times, however, there seems to have
arisen a school which held that the Agama was mferior to, and
less authontative than the Nigama and that the Agama path
was only for those who were not equal to treading the Vedantic
path Itisto refute this view that, about ten centuries ago, S'ri
Yamuniaciarya, the father of the Vaisnava Vigistadvaita school
of §'ri Ramanuja, seems to have found it necessary to write his
famous work, the Agama pramanya, for upholding the view
that Agama 1s as equally authoritative as the Nigama or Veda
—a view acceptable to all the three great Acaryas—S'ri Yankara,
S'ri Ramanuja and S'ri Madhva—so far as we may infer such a
view from the fact that all of them were the greatest Vedantins
as well as most devout followers of the Agama path It 1s
this fact that has been referred to n the following statement
of the late P T Srinivasa Iyengar
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“The influence of the Agamas or Tantras, as they are
more familiarly known, on Indian life has been profound The
living Hindu rehigion of today from Cape Comorin to the
remotest corners of Tibet is essentially Tantric Even the
few genume Vedic nites that are preserved and are supposed
to be derived straight from the Vedas e g the Sandhya, have
been modified by the addition of Tantric practices Equally
profound has been the influence of the Agamas on the develop-
ment of Vedanta philosophy S'ankara was a professed S'akta
and his Advaita exposition of the Vedanta, though overtly
independent of the S'akta Agamas, 1s influenced by Tantric
theories and his djscipline by Tantric practices Raminuja
who, according to Dr Thibaut, expounds a less forced form
of Vedanta and more near to the ideas of Badardyana, the
author of the Vedanta Sitras, than S'ankara, was a Vaisnava
and regarded the Vaisnava Agamas as authortative, though
he too seldom quotes them to support his exposition Madhva
1s so much under the Agama influence that his Bhdsya 1s but
a string of Agama texts with a few words thrown 1n here and
there to connect them ”

Subject-Matter

As regards the general contents of Agama literature, the
subject-matter 1s generally dealt with under four heads vig
J#iana (knowledge which 1s Release or Mukt1), Yoga (concen-
tration on one subject), Kriyid (Action—including all actions
from laying the foundations of the temple to the completion
of the sacred edifice and the installation of the images theren,
according to prescribed rules) and Caryi (performance of daily
worship other rites, rituals, and festivals etc according to
prescribed methods) Though this division nto four Padas
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or ~eetons s the gencral plan, there 13 considerable variation
i the different works tr respect of the stress laid on and the
proportion of ~pace devoted to particular section or sections
In many worhs 1t 1s the practical portion ©:z the K11y and
Curyd padas that are dealt with at great length  So far as the
tcaching regarding the ultimate reality 1s concerned, all schools
agrec in postulating the ewistence of three Realities (or Tat«
tvas) uz, (1) A Supreme Being, (2) Individual souls, (3) Objec-
tive Unnerse The names given to these three ultimate
rcahities or Tattvas differ in different schools, but the doctrine
of Tattia Trayam 1s accepted by all schools Lihkewise, they
all agree 1n holding that the world 1s a reality and not Muthya
(urreality) The view regarding the unreality of the world as
postulated by Mayavadins 1s absent from the Philosophy of
the Agamas Bhakti—personal devotion to the world-mother
or world father or world mothcr and father (Dampati-Jagatam-
pati) 1s another feature that characterizes all the Agama
schools  To quote again from the late P T Srinivasa
Iyengar

“ The root of this attitude of Bhahti to a Supreme Being can
be traced to that spirit of the vedic Rsis, which made them
praise as the Highest, whatever God, high or low, they happend
to mvoke at any time—the spint which Max-Muller has
labelled Henotheism  The development of the Agama schools
gave a great 1mpetus to Bhakti by concentrating the attention
on one Deva and this resulted in an extreme development of
Bhakt1, a devotion that expressed itself in an absorbing love—
a complete self-surrender This devotional movement has,
as 1n other countries, given a great stimulus to Art, Temple
architecture, especially 1n Southern India and Lyric (devo-
tional) poetry, especrally Sanskrit, Tamil and Hindi have
reached a high order of perfection Music, Dancing
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(Natya) and gesticulation (abhinaya) have also been evolved
under the influence of religious devotion ”’

As regards the significance and import of the word
Daficaratra, several views have been propounded — These
have been discussed on pages 24 to 26 of Dr Schrader’s
Introduction to the Paficardtra His conclusion 1s that the
name * Paficaritra” 1s traceable to the central doctrine of
this school which hal reference to “the Paficaritra Sattra
of Narayana (spoken of in S'atapatha-Bralmana, XII1 6 1)
mterpreted philosophically as the five-fold self-manifestation
of God by means of His Para, Vytha, Vibhava, Antaryamn,
and Arci forms This would well agree with the statement of
the Ahwrbudhnya Samhta, at the end of the eleventh adhyaya,
that the Lord Himself framed out of the onginal S'astra the
system (tantra) called Paficaratra describing His (five-fold)
nature (known) as Para, Vyiha, Vibhava, etc ”’ (z ¢ Antaryamin
and Arcad) He also states that, in regard to the topics dealt
with in the Paficaratra S'astra in general, “the Scientific
student will probably find it best to distinguish the follow-
ng ten

(1) Philosophy ,

(2) Linguistic occultism (mantra-sistra) ,

(3) Theory of magical figures (yantra-sidstra) ,
(4) Practical magic (mayd-yoga) ,

(5) Yoga,

(6) Temple-building (mandi a-numana) ,

(7) Image-making (pratisthi-vidhi) ,

(8) Domestic observances (samskara, ahnika) ,
(9) Social rules (varndsrama-dharma) ,

(10) Public festivals (utsava)

As has been stated already, the Paficardtra Literature,
like the literatures of Agamas geneially, has not yet been
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studied by the generality of modern Orentalists and critical
st holars—Indian and European—to the same extent and 1n the
came scholarly way that the lterature of the well-known
S.v schools of Philosophy (including the Vedanta) have been
The Agamas enshiine a system of Philosophy which has
certamn special and umique features distinct from those found
nt the schools of Vedanta and other well-knowh Darsanas or
schools of Philosophy In regard to the Philosophy of the
Pificardtra system, it was Dr Schrader, a past Director of
the Advar Library, who undertook, for the first time, a critical
study of all available literature on the subject and published
the monumental reference-work already referred to—wiz,
Introduction to the Pdficaratra, (No 5 of the Adyar Librasy
Series) A masterly esposition 1s contained on pages 27 to 93
of this publication where the subject 1s dealt with under
the following six heads and to which those interested are
referred for details

(1) Nights and days of Narayana (The Supreme Reality) ,

(2) Higher or “ Pure ” creation (Evolution First stage) ,

(3) Intermediate Creation (Evolution Second stage) ,

(4) Lower Primary creation (Evolution Third stage) ,

(5) Secondary or “ Gross ” creation ,

(6) Nature and destiny of the soul

Agama Laterature

The Agamas have generally been treated as Rahasya
(secret, esoteric or occult science) Of the many works men-
tioned as the authoritative scriptures of these schools—108
Paficaratra Agamas, 28 Saiva Agamas and 77 Sikta Agamas
are so mentioned—only a few have been printed so far.
The names of many others quoted in certain commentaries
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on extant Samhitds have not yet become available even as
manuscripts

Each of the three schools—S'aiva, S'akta and Vaisnava—
have further divisions and sub-divisions (Upa-Agamas)

S'awva Agamas

The Ihterature of the Saiva school 1s intimately related
to that of the Sakta school  The school 1s designated as
“ Sava” because the name given herein to the Supreme
Being 1s “ $'tva ” regarded as the World-Father, the Final Cause
of the Universe Under the S'aiva Agama (also known as the
Mahesvara Agama) come the following well-known divisions

1 The Pasupata School Pasupati Sttras and writings
attributed to Haradattdcarya and Lakuliva (or Nakuliva) are
considered as the authoritative works of this school

2 The Siuddhinta or S'avva Siddhanta School This 1s
the hving religion of a considerable section of Tamilans 1n
South India Among the authoritative works of this school
are the well-known 28 Saiva Agamas, Nilakanta’s Bhisya on
Vedanta Sitras (usually referred to as S'aiva Visistadvaita)
and an extensive literature n Tamul wrtten during the last
1500 years or more by S'aiva Acaryas of the S'aiva Siddhinta
school  Among the 28 Sawva Agamas, the Kameka,
Karana, Suprabheda and Vathila are considered specially
authoritative

3 The Pratyabhyfii School of Kashmiwr Among the
authoritative works of this school are the Shwa Sitras of
Vasugupta, Spanda Karki of Kallata, Swadrsti of Soma-
nandanatha and Pratyabhyiia Sitra of Utpala (Pratyabhyid-
krdayam of this school was published by the Adyar Library in
1938 as No 19 of the Adyar Library Series)
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S'akta Agamas

This school 1s designated as * Sakta *’ because the name
given heren to the Supreme Being 15 Sakti regarded as
the World-Mother Among the foundational works of
this school 1s the S'@ktr Sitras from which quotations are
cited by Bhishararaya in his commentary ofi Lalitasahas-
ranama—a very popular work on thesthousznd names of the
World Mother designated as Lalitd  As has been stated
already, Sir John Woodroffe and his collaborators in Bengal
have published a number of Tantras of this Agama
Under this School (also hnown as Deyi Agama) come the
5 Subhigamas, 64 kauligamas and 8 Migra Agamas
Saundaryalahari attributed to S'ri S'ankardcarya, a popular
work 1 use for daily devotions and Upasand belongs to this
school An authoritative edition of this work edited by the
late Pandit S Subramanya Sastri of the Adyar Library was
published by The Theosophical Publishing House, Adyar
He also edited another popular work of this school viz, the
Varwasyarahasya of Bhaskarardya (with his own commentary)
published 1n 1941 as No 28 of the Adyar Library Sertes

Vaisnava Agamas

This school 1s designated as Vazsnava because the
name given herein to The Supreme Being 1s “ Visnu,” “ Vasu-
deva” or “Narayana” regarded as the World-Father or
Sriman Niriyana where S'ti and Nariyana are regarded as
one—World-Father and Mother

Under the Vaisnava Agamas come the two schools of
Vaikhdnasa and Paficardtra_Agamas which govern temple-
worship 1n Visnu temples  The present publication 1s a work
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of the Paficaritra schoel The emphasis in Vaikhanasa and
Paficaratra rituals ot worship 1s stated to be on Vedic and
Tahtric forms respectively

The ongin of the Vaikhanasa Agamas 1s attributed to
Vikhanas or Brahma himself who revealed the S'astra through
his four disciples Atri, Marici, Kayyapa and Bhrgu each of
whom wrote 4 Samhita of his own  Of these, the A#72 and
Marict Samhitds are already printed and published by the
authorities of the S'r1 Venkategvara Temple at Tirupat: where
worship 1s according to the Vaikhanasa Agama The Bhrgu
Samhatd also 1s expected to be soon published by the same
authorities Furthes, a number of works of this School—
about ten in number—have been published mainly in Telugu
script, 1n the Vaikhanasa Granthamali Series, Madras
A work under the title of Vaikhanasa Agama and attri-
buted to Marict was edited by K Sambasiva Sastri and
published m 1935 as No 121 in the Trivandrum Sanskrit
Series It 1s interesting to note that S$'ri Vedanta Desika,
the celebrated author of the present work on the Paficaratra
school (of which he was a devoted follower) has written
a work about the Vaikhanasa Agama also This work 1s
entitled Sayjana Vaibhava

As regards the Laterature of the Paficaratra system,
Dr Schrader gives a synopsis of no less than 215 Samhitas,
histed as works of this school (Vide pp 6 to 11 of his In-
troduction to the Pdficardtra) He also adds “ There are
further a number of Samhitis, quoted or mentioned by name,
which seem to be different from those of the Lists A com-
plete list should some day reveal many more names Only
11 of these were available to Dr Schrader n print when he
published his Introduction to the Paficardtra mn 1916 Of
these, he gives the following details on pages 12 and 13
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“The Editions of Samhitds, most of which are now not
easily obtained, are the following eleven

1 JIsvara Samhita, Telugu, Sadwidyd Press, Mysore,
1890, Yog: Parthasarath: Aiyangar

2 Kapiigala Samhitd, Telugu, Kalyina-kumiravilisa
Press, Tirukkovalar, no year, Yogi, etc  (see 1)

3 Parisara Samhitd, Telugu, Vigisvdr Mudraksara
§als Press, Bangalore, 1898, Iyunni Raghavitirya

4 Pidma Tantra, Telugu, 1891, rest as 1n 1

5 6 Brhad Brahma Samhiti (5) Telugu  S'rivenka-
tesvaranilaya Press, Tirupati, 1909, no name, (6) Devanagari,
Anandisrama Press, Poona, H N Apte

7 Bharadvdja Samhita, Telugu, no year, rest as in 1

’8 Laksmi Tantra, Telugu, 1888, rest as 1n 1

9 Visnutilka, Telugu, Bangalore, 1896, Riaghavicarya.

10 S'riprasma Samhitd, Grantha, Mangalavilasa Press,
Kumbakonam, 1904, ] Ramasvam Bhatticirya

11 Sattvate Samhatd, Devanigari, Sudarsana Press,
Conjeeveram, 1902, P B Anantaciriar

(A portion of the Alurbudhnya Samhita in Telugu chrac-
ter, 1s not worth description )

With the exception of Brhad Brahma Samhits all of
these need re-editing, a critical edition of 4, 8, and 11 being
particularly desirable

A few additions have been made simce then These are
the Ahwrbudhanya Samhité published as No 4 of the Adyar
Library Series, Jayakhya Samhiti and Parama Samhita pub-
fished as No 54 and 81 1n the Gaekwad'’s Oriental Series

The origin of the Paficaratra Agama 15 traced to the
Supreme Being S'riman Nirayana who 1s stated to have revealed
the S'astra to Nirada, S'andilya and other Maharsss, through
Sanaka and other Great ones residing n S'vetadvipa—* The
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white Island” In any case, 1t 1s held that references, to
“ Paficardtra” occurring mn Chandogya Upamsad’, Satapatha
Brahmana®, Ramayana®, and Mahabharata‘, pomt to the
great antiquity of this S'astra

There are also references in ancient works like the above
to the Satvata and Bhagavata schools of the Vaisnava Agama,
but, in his S%7 Bhasya, the great commentary on the Vedania
Sitras, S'ri Ramanuja treats the three terms—Bhigavata,
Siatvata and Paficaritra—as being almost synony mous

The Author

The author of the present publication 1s S'ri Venkata-
nitha, the thrice—greatest Acarya, reverently referred to by his

LRy aEissAR a9 aeeHadeaT 9gan, sheraga aan
¥ R few aft 3 Al ar aeaw, EEEg 2 Ry (VII 1)

Oh Sanatkumdra I have learnt Rgveda Yajurvedd S@mavedd
Atharvana Ekédvana etc The term Ekdyana 1s taken to mean
Paficardtra

24y g geeR TEUS IERgaRTL”
—(Satapatha Brahmana XIII 6 1 1)
¢ quoisly 33w arECHEIET 3 |
sqrgfeq NRW freg sgfim aoifea g b
~—{(Ramayana, Uttarakanda Sarga 7 Verse 16}
* grey A qrEUE IqROGENE 9 |
AT FEN S s g

—~S antiparva (Chap 359 Verse 1)

The whole section of this parva called the Nardyaniya (Chaps 344 3%1):
has references to this topic

“ g5 wRafaNg wigAegaleaan |
AFTIIEAAT QAR |
TG ARSHEAT I 1

—S'antiparva (348-62 & 3)
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devoted followers as Vedanta Desiha or Nigamanta Guru, and
well-known to fame under the titles of ““ Kavitarkika Simha,”
“Vedanticirya” and “ Sarvatantrasvatantra "— Master of
Sciences Arts, Crafts and all other branches of knowledge
The most erudite scholar of his time, both mn Samskrt and
Tamil lore, the composer of many mellifluous and soul-stirring
hymns, brilliant logician and controversialist ,“the author of
exquisite poetry and superb prose, a"dramdtist of umque
excellence,, the profoundest philosopher of his age, an
mcomparable espounder and teacher, a Jaani wondrously
wise, a Bhakta beloved of the elect, a Prapanna and
saint, adorcd by his followers as God’s own, our author
was a versatile genius and a literary luminary of the first
order who lived a full and hallowed life, extending over a
century from 1268-1269 A D to 1369-1370 A D An excellent
and concise account of his life and works has appeared in
Vol II of the Cultural Heritage of India 1n the article on
“The Historical Evolution of Yri Vaisnavism in South
India” by Yriman V Rangacharya, to whom I am indebted
for the following extract '

“In the history of Vaisnavism, the name of Vedinta
Desika (or Vénkatanatha) 1s second only to that of Ramanuja
He was the son of S'rT Anantastin of Tappil near Conjeevaram,
by Totaramba, the sister of Atreya Raminuja or Kidambi
Appillar, and was born 1n 1269 A D Tradition regards him as
the ncarnation of the bell of the Lord of Tirupati  Educated
and tramned by his uncle, he mastered all known religious
literature by his twentieth year, and entered the life of a
householder From about 1290 to 1369, that 1s, for more than
three quarters of a century, Vedinta Desika enriched the

! Pages 96t0 98 This extract has since been revised by the author §'riman
V Rangacharya at my request
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Vaisnava world with his teachings and writings Spending his
days as a poor and resigned householder at Tiruvahindra-
puram (near Cuddalore), Conjeevaram, Srirangam (where he
successfully defended Visistadvaita from the attack of rivals),
Mysore, and elsewhere, he obtained a reputation which led to
his own apotheosis in course of time It 1s not possible here
even barely fo enumerate his writings, which number more
than a hundred* They are characterized by versatility, beauty
of style and thought, ethical fervour, and deep spiritual
msight As a poet, philosopher and thinker, as a controver-
sialist and popularizer, he was equally great His works were
both 1n Sanskrit an¢ Tamil and included original compositions
as well as commentaries They can be divided into nine
headings or classes (1) Panegyrics of a devotional character
on different deities or Acdryas, (2) Treatises in elaboration of
the Visistadvaitic system, (3) Works in Tamil and Sans-
knit, reconciling the teachings of the Alvars with those of the
Prasthanatraya, (4) Secret doctrines of Vaisnavism, (5)
Original Tamil poems on various subjects, (6) Epic poems 1n
Sanskrit, (7) Dialectical works directed against rival schools,
(8) Treatises on practical daily routine and (9) Miscellaneous
treatises The first set includes the Garudadandaka, Garu-
dapaiicasat, Hayagriva-stotra, Devandyakaparicisat Gopala-
wmsats, S'ristutr, Varadarijapaicasat, Raghuviragadya-
Yatwdjasaptats (on Ramanuja), Abhitistava, and fifteen other
works Amongst the philosophic treatises on Ubhaya-Vedanta
may be mentioned the following Adhikarana-darpana,
Gitabhasya-tatparya-candrika, Vedarthasamgraha-vyikhyant,
Bhasya on Isaviasya Upamsad, Nigamaparunalam, Dramido-
pamsat-tatparya-ratnaval, Tattvatiki (an extensive gloss on the
S'vi Bhasya), Adhikarana-sirdvali—a series of Sanskrit verses
summarizing the discussions of the various sections of the
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Vedanta Sitras), Nyayaparsuddh and Nyayasiddhafjana
{teat-books of Visustadvaitic logic), Seswara-Mimamsa (a com-
mentary on Jaiminy’s work tracing the relationship between the
Pirva «nd Uttara Mimamsas and refuting the common theory
that the former 1s atheistic), and Tattvamuktikalipa (an elabo-
ratc and critical discussion of the nature of the Universe in the
light of the Visistadsaita philosophy, together with an ex-
planatory gloss on 1t called Sarvarthasiddli) Desiha’s lectures
an the 1deals and daily practices of S'ri Vaisnavism were em-
bodied 1n the allied treatises of Saccaritra-raksi, Rahasya-raksa,
Paficaritra-raksd, (the present publication), Nikseparaksa,
Gitarthasamgraha-raksi, etc, which remain even today the
most classical and authoritative works on the subject In
explanation of the Mantras (which, together with the Bhasyas
and the Prabandhas, form the triple basis of St Vaisnavism)
he wrote, 1n the Mamipravila style, the Tattva-padavi, Rahasya-
padavi, Tattva-navanita, Rahasya-navanita, Tattva-ratnivali,
Parama pada-sopana, Rahdasya-traya-sira, and twenty-five
other works, thereby clearly analyzing, elaborating, and
strengthening the views of Ramianuja For the sake of the
lay people he wrote the series known as Mummamkkovas,
Pandupps, Kalalpa, Amminaippi, Usalpi, Esalps, Adaik-
kalappattu, etc In s S'atadiisani he refuted Advaitism from
many standpomnts He also composed the Vedantic drama
Sankalpa-siryodaya It consists of ten Acts and 1is unrivalled
in allegorical literature for dignity, grandeur, and mtellectual-
ity  Desika further composed the Kavyas of the Hamsa-
sandesa, and Ydadavibhyudaya In the name of the first of
these works there 1s a significance  The hamsa (swan) was
the form 1n which Visnu taught the Paficaratra doctrine The
last-named work 1s a fine and elegant poem which won the
admiration of the renowned Appaya Diksita in the sixteenth
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century, and made him compose a valuable commentary on
it The Padukasahasra 1s a poem of one thousand verses on
the Lord’s lotus-feet, or rather his wooden sandals Desika
also composed, in addition to his original Prabandhas (Deska-
prabandha) 1 Tamil, an elaborate commentary called the
Seventy-four Thousand, which 1s lost Amongst the miscel-
laneous worksS of the great saint, mention may be made of the
Subhdashita-nivi and dther ethical treatises written for a chief
of the Andhra country, the Sulparthasira on art, and archi-
tecture, the Rasa-bhaumdiamrta and Vrksabhaumamria on
medicine, and the Vawdgyaparicaka which he addressed to
Vidyaranya in praige of resignation when he was pressed to
come to Vijayanagar under the sunshine of royal patronage.
It 1s not surprising that Vedanta Desika was called i his own
age Kavitarkikasimha, the lion of poets and philosophers, and
Sarvatantrasvatantra, the master of all science and know-
ledge Many incidents can be cited to show the innate beauty
of character of this ideal saint, scholar, and man Not the
least of his services was his saving the S'rutaprakasiks from
the chaos which followed the sack of S'rirangam in 1327.
This 1s the reason why his name as Vedantacirya 1s mvoked
by all S'ri Vaisnavas without sectarian bias in beginning the
study of the S'7; Bhasya ”

In preparing the text of the present edition, six palm-
leaf manuscripts and five printed editions were secured
for the purpose of collation and critical exammation  All were
found to contamn many scribal and other errors Of the
printed editions, three were in Grantha characters, one 1%}
Telugu and one mn Devanagari All the Grantha editions,
though printed at different times, give almost the same
readings  The Telugu edition gives some variant readings and
the Text contains fewer errors than the Texts of the Grantha
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editions The help obtained by the Devandgari edition was
found to be vers limited  The details of the manuscripts
and printed copies secured for collation are given 1n the Sanskrit
Introduction of the Editor, Sriman Pandit Duraiswami
Iyengar (pp {§—{Q). That designated by him as 5 was
found, on the whole, to give the best readings While
the Editors have selected for their Text the readings which
seemed to them best, they have alsd giveh i foot-notes
variant readings for the purposes of comparision and examina-
tion by other scholars The following 1s a summary of the
description  of collated Texts as detaled mn the Sanskrt
Introduction I

1! &. Printed in Grantha characters in Vilambi Samvat-
sara (Kali 4999, A D 1899) On the front page, 1t bears the
mscription STEYT FEHIHEUNAGEERGERT G | Found to
contain many mistakes

2 & (F) 2 H 34 of the Adyar Library  Printed n
Grantha script 16 years earlier than & in the Citrabhanu
Samvatsara (Kali 4983, oD 1882-83) m Cennapur: 1n the
Vyavahiratarangini Press As in the case of the previous
edition, the front-leaf bears the inscription ZEGYT Ua’q’laﬁ:
yReFageakAa &% 9fFd aREIST =4 . Almost all the
corrections given n the Errata of the edition designated &
have been incorporated 1n this edition

3 @. This was procured from the Govt Oriental MSS
Library, Madras No D 5280 Good Writing This seems
.0 have been copied about 92 years ago by one Tirumala:
Vedantaramanujacirya on palm-leaves m only 12 days At

! This belongs to Sruman T Venugopalacirya, the Jont Edy
. tor
M. Duraiswam: Iyengar the Editor has also a copy contaimng almost xds;ﬁ::;i
readings Hence, these two Manuscripts are taken as one
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the end of the MS, 1t 1s written 88&o0 FHegdsq At Fifas-
qEE qEEAsh JEERET a6 AIae] aatR) KAy ewEEhke
gy FGTEATT Fad |

AHUT Rl LF-ASEAEIA |
afeae R, Zrasa acgRaR AT Il

Comparmg the mistakes found n the Manuscript with
those found 1n the prmted editions, 1t looks as though this MS
was used as the basis of the printed editions The MS 1s un-
damaged and almost complete In three or four places, a few
are found missing either through the mistake of the scribe or
through the deficiehcy i the original MS of which this
1s a copy

4+ T  Palm-leaf MS obtained from the Govt Oriental
MSS Library, Madras, bears the Shelf-number (M 49-1)D 5281.
Complete It 1s not known when and by whom 1t was copled
It may either be of the same age as @ or shightly later than
that There 1s not much difference in readings between this
and @. The traditional colophon “3fg HiydIRRraeed g3-
qesreaaeae . . ’? 1s at found neither at the end nor
elsewhere 1n the manuscript

5 9 Palm-leaf manuscript obtained from the Govt.
Oriental MSS Library, Madras No R 4227 Comparing the
leaves and writing of this MS with those of @ and i which
were copied about a hundred years ago, 1t looks as though that
this MS 1s older by about 300 years Fortunately, till now its
leaves have neither been perforated by insects, nor worn out
with age The present edition 1s based mostly on the readings
of this MS which were found to be the best available.
Many acceptable readings found here are not found in other
MSS or printed editions
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6 = Fauly old, belongs to the Govt Oriental MSS

Library, Madras wrtten on palm-leaves, Shelf-number

M 34-3, generally resembles & mn readings From the damaged
state of some leaves, 1t seems to be older even than g,
Several folia at the beginning are missing, and some are -
jured at the corners The letters are shightly indistinct This
MS, which was apparently not accessible to earher editors
and which has already undergone decay due to age was fortu-
nately secured 1n time for the good readings given therein to
be utilised 1n the present edition

7 9 Prnted twenty three years ago (1919 A D) at
Bangalore 1 Telugu characters by Tiippal Venkatacarya In
point of readings as well as the style of printing, this 1s some-
what better than the Grantha editions noticed before

8 @ Palm leaf MS obtained from the Govt Oriental
Library, Mysore, No 2498 Clearly written Complete , re-
sembles very much o and € 1n readings The name of scribe
and date of writings not known, perforation by imsects has
Just set 1, this must have been copied later than ¥ and €.

9 §, Palm leaf MS obtamned from Govt Oriental
Labrary, Mysore, No 3028 Incomplete, time of copying and
name of scribe not noted About the end of the Second
Adhikara which ends “ﬁﬁm =g AR 282 | G SNER

9% | @99y . ... .., " some lines are missing

10 & From What 1s known so far, this appears to be
the first printed edition of the Paficaritraraksi It was
edited by Veliyanir Sankhapuram &ri Raghavacarya and
Kondamir Koyllunm St Righavacirya, and printed at the
request of Kumbhakonam Tattar S'ti Krsnamicirya, by
Madaptst Parthasdrathydcarya in Vikrama Samvatsara (A D
1880) in Madras i the Vyavahiratarangini Press Printed
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over sixty years ago, this seems to have formed the basis for
the Grantha editions mentioned before A list of Errata of
eight pages 1s added at the end Still the credit for bring-
ing out the first Edition of the Paficardtraraks must go to
S'ankhapuram Raghavacarya®

11 Devanigari edition printed at Brindivan by
Dharanidhara*Sastri and S'ridharacarya

In every ont of the available manuscripts and editions noted
above, there 1s a uniform break in the third Adhikara after the
words “ GENAFGAT HTECHIY : GHIATEERSTIAY AFTETAR, ... 77
in the topic relating to Izyd (worship and sacrificial rites)
Naturally, this 1s a matter which has caused deep disappoint-
ment and regret to our editors and also to myself as I had
hoped that the patient and devoted labours of our editors
would be rewarded by the discovery and restoration of the
missing portion dealing with so vitally important a topic as
Iyyi  We hope and pray that further research may soon
lead to the discovery of the precious find

For further details, those interested, are referred to the
masterly introduction 1n Samskrt written by the Editor,
S'riman Vaidyaratna Pandit M Duraiswami Iyengar, wherein
will also be found the details of certain special features which
are calculated to make this edition specially valuable to
cntical students and scholars  There 1s one valuable feature,
however, which I must mention here It relates to a practice
of our ancient authors which has been operating as a matter
of some disadvantage to modern students In regard to many
quotations cited as authoritative texts—Pramdina deyas-—.
the ancient scholars seemed to have taken for granted that
the authorship of such Vakyas would be so well-known to

1Th. a E
ara isyabook was obtammed from Sriman Conjeevaram Tayarsanmdh;
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other scholars as not to require anv specific mention  This
may not have operated as a disadvantage so long as contem

porary scholars carried on the practice of committing to
memory an 1ncredibly large number of authoritative tests
and acre, 1n tact, lning and walking lhibraries wherefrom
reference to any authoritative passage could be obtained auto-
matically and with the greatest ease from the mere mention
of the test under reference In modern times, the race of
such litcrary giants 1s fast becoming eatinct due to various
causts so that modern scholars find 1t difficult to trace out
the original sources of many of the passages quoted 1n ancient
writings  In regard to authontative passages quoted m the
present publication, our author has followed the ancient prac-
tice and has not given specific references to original sources
in manjy instances It speaks volumes to the patient industry
and scholarly zeal of our editors that they have been able to
trace out the original sources of as many as 95% of the passages
cited The results of this stupendous labour are incorporated
in the Appendices printed at the end of the work Itis difficult
for me to hind words to express my deep gratitude to Pandit
Duraiswamm Iyengar for the superb manner in which he has
performed his labour of love and for the vast erudition, great
enthusiasm and the incomparable devotion which he has brought
to bear on the work of editing this publication S'riman
Duraiswam Iyengar bears with distinction the title of S'#7
Desika Darsana Durandhara bestowed upon him by learned
pandits 1n recognition of lus emnent services 1n spreading the
message of S'ri Vedanta Desika, the author of the present
publication  Naturally, the work of editing was undertaken
by him 1n the spirit of a pious devotee preparing a worthy
offering to be lovingly placed at the feet of his master,
Nigaminta Guru of hallowed memory Where jfiznam.
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{knowledge and wisdom) worked 1n happy union with Sraddha
{Reverence and Faith) and Bhakth1 (Devotion), as 1n this case,
the result was bound to be an offering well worthy to be placed
at the feet of the Master, and so, it has been, as discern-
ing readers may see for themselves We were also fortunate 1n
our Jt Editor, Srimdn Vedanta Siromam Pandit T Venu-
gopalacharya “eminently qualihed for his role, not only by his
learning and devotion*but also by his past services in spreading
the Message of the Master, which have earned for him the
title of S'77 Desika Darsana Durandhara—a title which,
as 1 have already stated, our Editor Sriman Pandit Durai-
swami Iyengar beays with great distinction and appropriate-
ness To both of them, I tender, once agamn, my grateful
thanks I also join them in laying this offering at the feet of
the Master to whom, I am sure, they would wish me to render
respectful homage in terms of the following verses sanctified
by constant and continual usuage through hundreds of
years

TRIGSEAIIS FIATTERINOA |
g a7y IasiE |l
WA Igaaia  HaaERRad |
A & afvaal a3 el |l
FRNRFRIET HeaImuETRe |
0 FgEena oA an ||
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