
HINDU SACRAMENTS (SAfiSkARAS.i 

about it, and that life emanated from it.*’ On the day of (he feeding 
ceremony, the sacramental food is prepared out of dcaned materials while 
muttering appropriate Vcdic hymns. Different types of food arc prescribed 
for different results intended for the child. Huncv and butter in u gulden 
pot arc suggested by some authorities. One oblation is offered to Speech 
(Vic), another to Vigour (f'rja or Ojas). Further, four oblations are offered 
with these words: Prannwtnam aitya yivha, apanenfinnam aSiya svdhd̂
fakfusd r&f&nySslya si&ha. irotrtna ya&ofiya sv&ha (With up-breathing 
may I enjoy food, With down-breathing may 1 enjoy food, svdhaI
With the eves may I enjoy visible things, si<aha\ With the cars may I enjoy 
fame, wah&l).“ Here the word 'food' is used in a wide sense. The signifi­
cance of this samtment is that it marks the weaning of the child from the 
mother at the proper time, that it impresses tlie need of food suitable for the 
age, and tliat U imparts i<> ihe child a sense of the sanctity of food.

<7d{to/u}ffjrtd (tonsure) is the eighth irtwuJWra, the purpose of which is 
the achievement ol long life and beauty for it* recipient.1* l.ifc is prolonged  
by tonsure and shortened without i i ; therefore it should l»c jierformed by 
all means.4'  That tonsure conduce* to long life and beauty is endorsed by 
Suit Ufa, who state) tliat shaving and cutting the hair ami nails rem ove 
impurities and give delight. lightness, prosperity, courage, and happiness.4* 
and by Caroka, who opines that cutting and dressing the Itair. beard, and 
iiiiils give strength, vigour, life, purity, aiul beauty." It is the opinion of 
fomc anthropologists that this ceremon) had originally a dedicativc purpose: 
that is. hair was cut off and offered to a deity as a gift ;** but this dedicative 
put pose is unknown 10 the Gthva-SAtm and ihe Smrti*. No doubt, the 
sacrament is sometimes performed in the temple of a deity; this, however, 
is done only in the case ot those children who arc bom cither after long 
disappointment or after the death of previous children. As a rule, there 
is no connection between tonsure and the dedication of the sliavrd hair 
to 4 deity.

According to the Grhya-SOtras, the cQddkaratia ceremony should take 
place at the end of the first year or l>efonr the expiry' of the third year, 
though later authorities extend the age to the seventh year. The most 
distinguishing feature of this sarnnnent is ihe arrangement of the hair tuft
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(SikhA or citda). as the very name of the samik&ta suggest*. The vital 
connection between iikh i and life is thus explained by Simula: 'Inside 
the head, near the top* is the joint of a lira (artery) and a sandhi (critical 
juncture). ‘There, in the eddy of luiis, is tlie vital spot oiled adhtfmh 
(overlord). Any injur)* to this pan cause) sudden death/4* In course ol 
time, itkM  developed as a universal symbol of Hinduism, and it* rem ov a l 
came co be regarded as a grave sin.M

Karttauedha is the sacrament connected with the boring of the ear. 
performed between tlie tint and the fourth year of the child. Boring of 
the limbs for wearing ornaments is a practice cunent among various 
peoples all over the world. Throughout the history of civilization, the love 
of ornamentation las continued. The boring of the can is a custom un­
doubtedly ornamental in its origin; but later on it was believed also to be 
useful from the point of view of health, and in onlcr to emphasize this 
importance it might itavc tieen given a religious sanction. Smruta say* that 
the can of a child are to be bored for protection and decoration.** The 
same authority explicitly prescribes the boring of the can for preventing 
hydrocele ami hernia.** The type of needle—gold for kyatriya, silver for 
Brahniaita and VaHya—with which the cars are to be Inircd is also pre­
scribed. The Viramitrodaya quotes Hfluspati to this effect: A gold needle 
lends elegance, but those who liavc no means to have it may use a silver or 
an iron needle. When katyavtdlut assumed a religious importance, it be­
came compulsory like the keeping of the iikha. Devala. a mediaeval Smfti 
writer, warns that all accumulated merits would disappear at the sight of 
a Brahma tin through whose ear-holes the rays of the sun do not pass,

EDUCATIONAL SAM SHAH AS

Vidydrumbha is the tenth sacrament, and it marks the beginning of 
study, or the learning of the alphabet. When the mind of tlie child has 
developed and l*oome ready to receive education, the fiisi thing that is to 
be done is to teach it the alphabet—to handle tlie moM .idvanccd medium 
of education. Tlie alphabet is regarded as the route to all knowledge, just 
as riven lead to the ocean. 'By the proper mastery of the aljriutbel he 
entered the wide domain of literature (ifirlmaya), as one reachcs the ocean 
through the mouth of ihe river.’** This sacrament Is also known as
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